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S E R G E I  R U F O V I C H  M A R D A S H E V  

The Ed i to r - i n -Ch ie f  of this journal,  the leading Soviet b iochemis t  P r o f e s s o r  Sergei  Rufovich Mardashev ,  
Hero of Socia l is t  Labor ,  State Pr izewinner ,  and Academic ian  of the Academy of Medical Sciences of the 
USSR, died on March 28, 1974 in the 68th y e a r  of his life a f t e r  a s e v e r e  i l lness .  

A g rea t  sc ient is t ,  an outstanding teacher ,  and one of the 
m o s t  conscientious of men has depar ted  f rom this l ife.  

S. R. Mardashev  achieved fame through his work.  He was 
born  on October  13, 1906 in Leningrad  where  his f a the r  was a 
workman .  Af te r  complet ing his studies in 1930 at  the Leningrad 
Medical  Insti tute,  he devoted the whole of his subsequent  c a r e e r  
to b iochemis t ry .  At the end of his pos tgraduate  studies in bio-  
c h e m i s t r y  a t  the All-Union Insti tute of Exper imenta l  Medicine he 
rapidly became  head of the l abora to ry  a t  that Inst i tute.  In 1937 he 
became  a s s i s t an t  p r o f e s s o r  in the Depar tment  of Biochemis t ry  at  
the I. M. Sechenov F i r s t  Moscow Medical Insti tute,  and f rom 1952 
until 1973 he was head of the depar tment  without in terrupt ion.  

So R. Mardashev ' s  scientif ic  act ivi ty  was linked with the 
study of some of the mos t  impor tan t  p rob lems  in medica l  c h e m i s t r y .  
He ea rned  widespread  recognit ion for  his work on the study of 
ni t rogen me tabo l i sm in the body in health and d i sease ,  on enzymol -  
ogy, on the b iochemis t ry  of t umors ,  and on the development  of 
methods of enzymic  diagnosis of les ions  of the in ternal  organs .  
Mardashev  was the au thor  of many scient i f ic  papers  and of a t ex t -  
book of b iochemis t ry .  He t ra ined s eve ra l  generat ions  of physicians  
and sc ien t i s t s .  

Mardashev  combined scient i f ic  and teaching duties with social  and poli t ical  act iv i ty .  A m e m b e r  of the 
CPSU since 1929, Mardashev  devoted al l  his ef fer ts  to the s e rv i ce  of the Pa r ty  and People .  F o r  many y e a r s  
he was V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of the Academy of Medical  Sciences of the USSR and a m e m b e r  of m a n y  Soviet and 
fore ign medica l  and biological  socie t ies  and academies .  

Sergei  Rufovich paid cons iderable  at tention to the product ion of this journal ,  of which be became  
Ed i to r - in -Ch ie f  in 1966. His high pr inc ip les ,  his b road  erudi t ion,  and his unfailing kindness made a g rea t  
contr ibution to the work of the Edi tor ia l  Board and to the popular i ty  and s u c c e s s  of the journal .  

Mardashev ' s  s e r v i c e s  we re  highly e s t eemed  by the Pa r ty  and Government  and he was awarded  the 
high honor  of Hero of Socia l is t  Labor ,  th ree  Orde r s  of Lenin,  the Orde r  of the October  Revolution, two 
Orde r s  of the L a b o r  Red Banner,  and meda l s .  He rece ived  government  awards  f rom seve ra l  soc ia l i s t  
count r ies .  

The m e m o r y  of S. R. Mardashev ,  a ta lented sc ien t i s t  and teacher ,  a g rea t  o rgan i ze r  of s c i e n c e  will 
r e m a i n  fo r  all  t ime  in the h i s to ry  of medic ine  and in t h e a n n a l s  of our  ]ournaI .  The m e m o r y  of Sergei  
Rufovich, a wonderful t eache r  and r e m a r k a b l e  man,  will r e m a i n  unforgotten in the hear t s  of all who had 
the p leasure  of working with him.  

The Edi tor ia l  Board 
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